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ORASDEHE |  [HDBIHRIFNEX. VWWEERDIC] ERBoZEFHMIENEN,

eIV U—KNALZIE ! AX—TOIITODHNFETIN. BARD/IFI>VIU—KMCEBERNTVNDKEICTEEWN,
e FARICHIZDEBERET ! NINSVAR. BR\PI7ZIVERII CTVEBADHEEEF TEDEFAEBREDHHT
BRIAICTHIYULTWVWBDELDICRZ D,

OUNZIE | BEDBKICHDHDBEKRIFE. BWAZEBRX TENBLVDTLLDID?

o tADRME | BEEBTREHIXDBLHEULNBWVH. ZEICESHEV. BWHIDO LZSEZASBELNERANLZLIN
dFDCTY,

CDPTEMNBRCENDDDFBECEFT T AFBIIDNEC. TNEBRCEIGLET. JIIDNEEIT D DD,

VO U—hOREBCENZEHER T, TUTCRLZEIRICTDIRENDHD T, WBHENSDIEFERHET
LHLZNEAIIC, ALFBAEDBEHRHERDNEBRNCETHDERT. ABF. ENBEZEEDRICRT2LTODSDT

ERLEISINDZ EEBRUBENRBRD R B TEICED T ELBHBRVIZEVSYHRL, £ TOIZF:Z

SAEUTA 2T DINRNANSE D TVDCEBBURITNERDTRE e TUTAEIK. EBEENMEFLTVSD

ZR. BE. RGHKOETCHEENICERDSHEKCND IEBEBRURINERDTE A,

OV OREZEBEBCELCEFRNICEET DR DBREIUNBINEE. BRICBENIZAICIEATVNDDS. B
REBRL. ZTNICRHHITDCEFETADLZLDAICEDTEFEHTLELD. LDUL. CODDEBPHRDOADNZEDE
ACVBERFERFRE. ZUT. ZNRMNCETZEBVET, BREDER. Koo ZNICHDIECEHFHRIINE.
BIZEDOR—LTHDMKDBEVRICK VD EBNET,

RYDHEGATHTLIZEEN. (RBIFLEDODXEBUTI,)

Japan is a beautiful country and | think this beauty is probably the result of the people’s close relationship with
nature. From what | understand, Japanese people have historically lived closely with and respected nature. | fear,
however, that that relationship is deteriorating. Here are some of the obvious signs | see.

® Garbage! Just look on the sides of roads, in vacant lots or on the sea coast.

e Fear of weather! Few people | know (except farmers) spend any time outside unless it is a beautiful sunny day.

e Destroyed Views! So often I've thought, ‘that would be a nice photo if that power line wasn’t there.’

® Too much concrete! | like to canoe on rivers, but most rivers here are merely concrete-encased waterways.

® House as fortress against nature. With small windows, screens and air conditioning, it seems that new
Japanese houses are designed to remove people from all nature.

® Too much steel!l Couldn’t trees do the job of the steel snow fences along many roadsides?

e Fear of dirt! Maybe not in Inakadate, but there are many Japanese who won't sit on grass or walk on gravel.

| realize that some of these things are necessary. People need electricity and the power lines deliver that. Rivers
flood and concrete dikes help control that. Houses need to be energy efficient. | admit that.

But at the same time, people need to have a relationship to nature. People need to know more about rivers than
they can see from driving over a bridge in a car. They have to know there is no such thing as garbage, only things we
are too lazy to recycle. They need to know that their air, food and water all come directly from nature.

Here in Inakadate, | fear | might be preaching to the choir. Because we live in the country, | think most adults know
this. They understand and appreciate nature. However, the same is not true with children and city dwellers. And that
is frightening. Without a relationship with nature and the love and respect that accompanies it, | fear our home the
Earth is in trouble.
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