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Just recently | started school again. | finished college in 1990 and graduate school in 1997, but recently have
felt the urge to study more. So | have enrolled in the University of Manitoba (in Canada) and am majoring in
Geography. My first class started on May 1.

Many people are probably wondering how | can live in Japan and study at a university in Canada. It's all
thanks to the internet. After registering online, | bought my books at the school's online bookstore. Then, |
accessed the university's online classroom site. It is quite amazing : there | can watch video lectures by the
professor, communicate with other students, ask questions to the professor or take practice tests. | also receive
and submit assignments via email. | can do all of my studying when it is convenient for me.

This type of study is becoming popular in the U.S. My sister finished a Master of Business Administration
online. With a full time job and two children, she couldn’'t go to classes, but every night after her children went
to bed she would get online and study. It took here more thanthree years, but she finally graduated last
December.

It wasn't online, but before | came to Inakadate | worked at a graduate school in Minnesota. It was a
business school and more than 90% of our students worked full time. All classes started at 6:000m and most
students took one class per week. Our campus was near the headquarters of many large companies and
students would finish work at 5:00pm, eat dinner and come to class. Most importantly, most of the student’s
tuition was paid for by their employers.

[t seems to me that few Japanese people do this type of thing. After people graduate from high school or
college, it seems to me that they get a job, start working and stop learning. This is a shame. Japanese
companies demand much from their employees but provide few opportunities for further education. I'm not a
productivity expert, but | would expect this affects companies’ long term growth. Wouldn't it be better to work
smart than to work long?

Continue learning as long as we live!
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