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This is my final article. When this article comes out on July 12, | will have only one more week left here in
Inakadate. | have fully enjoyed my time living here, but my contract is finished and it is time for me to leave.
Inakadate is a wonderful little village and everyone | have met has been so kind and generous. Living here
has been experience that | wouldn't be able to get anywhere else in the world. | have enjoyed everyday life
(like shoveling lots of snow two years ago) as well as many special events while living here in the village. | will
never forget the Inakadate Nebuta Festival, the Rice Planting and Harvesting, and the Hattanda Naked
Festival.

After my job here is finished the week after next, | intend to return to my home in Minnesota. | like living
in Japan, but since my father died last year, | feel like | need to be near my mother. She is getting old and is
alone in a big house. | will also of course look for work in that area. Right now | don’t have any good ideas
what | will do, but hopefully something will come up soon. There is so much to do before | go home. Like |
wrote last month, | am taking a geography class now. The final paper is due soon. Also now here in
Inakadate, | am welcoming guests from America for three weeks. Also work is very busy these days. There
are also goodbye parties and packing to do. | hope | will be able to finish everything.

But my connection with Inakadate won't end when
| get on the airplane. Five people from my English
Conversation class will come with me when | go home.
They have worked hard for two years learning English
and now they will try out what they have learned in
real life. | have told them that this trip is their final
examination. | know they will all do well!

Finally, | fear there will be people who have helped
me who | won't properly thank. | would like to use this
space, however, to thank everyone in Inakadate. |
have great appreciation to the people of Inakadate.
Thanks to all of you, these two years have been fun,
interesting and educational. Thank you very much.
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