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Are You PC?
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[DaIhU— - FrLYIR] BENICHKEENE) CVDEDICERODTVED, HOEENTEZEELZWNTI, 2
ANDZEZEEIH [Z—70) CEVSSEFBHICIATIN. [TSv I BEELDEXRIBREUTY, &iffi. BAEERY
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2 DDIBBTIOVDEERFHUNTUELD. B2 RLEZELTNKHDTT . BHBDNDNTVIFEREA. RIC
H2D—DDEBENEUWVNERBLBDN. HDAPCEBEDRGLEAR T CETCVDD BOBINERI TSNS T, 2D
&EUT. Twoman] (%) =571 [man] (8) Thad I EICHUTRNBERU L MERGmEE. [woman] DD %

[womyn] [CU7ZWEDTY,

ZUTREIC. COPCORIBOP T, FNNKRCCEEDEEISADDET, BT dMNBIFHDFEAN 20T

PLEBEDERUNWEBVET, FORTVLKDMBNULED,

PC 58 E &R EBDHEEE TEOBEAEE
Vertically Challenged EEN(CHEINTLD Short EHMEW
Horizontally Challenged TFEMICHE SN TLD Fat, Overweight AX>TWLD
Defer Success BIN7ZIEEA T D Fail EH5D. TEHE
Economically Challenged BENCHE INTVD Poor a7z, aLL
Sanitation Engineer ﬁI}im% Garbage Man O=INEE
Follicularly Challenged EENICHRINTUD Bald [&IF
Motivationally Deficient. BIIMNICAELTWVD Lazy 2FTVD

RYDHEHAUTHCLIZSW. (RBFLEDOXEBUTT,)

Most Japanese agree that English is difficult. Pronunciation, grammar and accents all pose difficulty for learners.
Also English is continually changing. One reason for many of the recent changes in English language is “political
correctness”. According to the dictionary, political correctness (PC) is “changes in language usage that come about
because someone might be hurt or insulted by old words or phrases”.

In October you can see a good example of PC in America. Columbus discovered America in October, but he
thought he was in India and thus named the people he found “Indians”. Of course, they are not Indians, but the name
stuck and was used for 500 years. Today, however, many people worry about insulting others with their language.
They want to be politically correct. Therefore, you rarely hear ‘Indian’ (unless talking about someone from India) in
the USA these days. The correct word now is “Native American” or “Original People”.

There are many examples of these types of words. Few people say “handicapped”;instead the PC term these
days is “physically challenged.” Some of these words have changed two or three times. “Negro” is definitely
unacceptable, but so is “Black”. These days, the PC term is “African American.”

These words are difficult for two reasons. First they are always changing. Secondly, it is not always clear what is
correct and what is just excessive zeal. For example, some feminists say “woman” should be spelt “womyn” because
they don’t like that part of “woman” is “man”.

Finally, there is also a big group of PC phrases which probably will never become widespread, but are fun to see
and know. See the box above for a few.
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