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An Election, Again?
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Just last month there was the mid-term election in the USA. This election was important, but for some people in
the USA, it just signaled the start of the next presidential election in 2008. This is quite unbelievable to me. The
presidential election is two years away and people are already raising money, making preparations and even
campaigning.

Because George Bush is in his second term and can’t run again and Vice President Dick Cheney has said he won't
run, this election will be wide open. Both Republicans and Democrats will have many candidates running through the
primaries leading up to the November 2008 General Election.

In general, | think most Japanese know a lot about American politics. Certainly Japanese know more about U.S.
politics than Americans know about Japanese politics. But one thing many Japanese don’'t seem to understand is the
difference between the two main parties, the Democrats and the Republicans. There are always exceptions, but the
two boxes below try to explain the philosophical differences and support bases of the two parties.

Democrats: Republicans:

Higher Taxes Lower Taxes
More Government Services Fewer Government Services
Support Labor (ex., support minimum wage laws) Support Business (ex. looser pollution control laws)
Larger Social Support Network Individual Responsibility & Conseguences

(ex., support welfare & Social Security) (ex., support capital punishment)
Govt. Controls over Free Market (ex., gun control) Free market over Govt. Control (ex., energy policy)
Socially / Religiously Liberal Socially / Religiously Conservative

(ex., support women'’s, homosexuals rights) (ex., pro life, anti stem cell research)
Supporters-Youth, Poor, Minorities, Union members Supporters-Older, Wealthy, Religious, Businessmen

| am interested in politics and have strong opinions about which party | would like to see win, but two years is too
long for one election. Because elections are so long, they cost a lot of money and | believe this need for money
negatively influences politician’s decision-making. Maybe the U.S. should take a look at Japan’s system, which by law
are very short.
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