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The Fun of Winter
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It is winter again in Aomori. In my hometown of Minnesota too, it is the same. Even though it is the same winter,
there are interesting differences. Today | want to write about some of them.

Generally speaking, winter in Minnesota is longer and colder than winter in Aomori. Most years the first snow falls
before Halloween (Oct 31) and snow in late April is very common. Now in mid February it is usually the coldest, with
temperatures sometimes reaching minus 35. But on the other hand, Aomori gets more snow. Last winter here was
quite a shock. | have never seen as much snow as last year in Inakadate

Residents in both Minnesota and Aomori relish the winter season. Here in Aomori, there are many mountains so
lots of people ski. Also in Aomori, the Blizzard Experience Tour and Stove Train have become famous winter
attractions.

In Minnesota there aren’t many mountains so few people ski alpine, but cross country skiing is very popular. The
state has also bought many old train lines and they are now very popular snowmobile trails. Skating and hockey are
popular. In my city of 80,000, there are about 20 rinks. In addition, my hometown hosts the nation’s second longest
dog sled race. The race happens every year in late January and the dogs run about 600 kilometers over 4 or 5 days.

My favorite winter sport is ice fishing. Because it is cold, the ice is very thick and people can drive cars on the ice.
Some people even build cabins with stoves on the ice. Here in Aomori, people catch wakasagi through the ice, but in
Minnesota they catch big fish. Here is a photo of me with my biggest ice fishing catch.

This year however, it has been very warm. In December Minnesota had the fourth ‘brown Christmas’™ in 100
years. People can’t go ice fishing and there is not enough snow to snowmobile or ski. Even the dog sled race has been
postponed until late February. Many people are saying that this is the result of global warming. Maybe they are right.
\What do you think ?
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