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The Tsugaru Rosetta Stone
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Everyone, have you ever heard of the Rosetta Stone? It is a large rock found in Egypt in 1798. On the rock
are etched the same words in Greek and Egyptian. Until it was found, no one could read Egyptian hieroglyphs,
but with its discovery, scholars had a dictionary. Since they knew Greek, they only had to figure out which
words meant what. From there they have continued and now understand all of ancient Egyptian.

| have been here 11 months now and still | can not speak Tsugaru dialect. Tsugaru-ben is my Egyptian. |
think | know why | haven't improved though. Some people learn a language by hearing it. |, however, learn a
language by reading it. If | only hear something, it enters by one ear and goes right out the other. However if
see something written down, | remember it. Since no one ever writes anything in Tsugaru dialect, | don't have a
chance to read it and therefore don’'t remember it.

Now, however | have found my own Rosetta stone. On June 24th | will participate in the Tsuruta-machi
Tsugaru Dialect Speech Contest. In order to do that | wrote a speech? first in English. Then | translated it into
Japanese. From there | asked my coworker to translate the speech again into Tsugaru-ben. | think it's a good
speech

But | don't know how | will do in the speech contest. If you've heard my radio show, you know | am not a
good speaker. | get nervous and stumble over words

But winning the contest is not important. Thanks to the effort of my coworker, | have the same speech now
in English, Japanese and Tsugaru-ben. It's like | am an Egyptologist. | can look at one word and find its meaning
| can see a grammar point and understand how it works in all three languages. | can see patterns and imagine
how they will work in other situations. With this start, hopefully | will be able to continue and eventually
understand what everyone is saying.

¥ This article was written before the contest. At the contest | won the “Arenena (Ain't that Something) Prize”
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