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August Is Festival Season

[BHIRBYDY—X V7] N gk

Epma=i
B&DOE—FRBEBICKFEURED. Ko a, [8ANERNDDY—X V] EEND UL N

CEDDDODFRLUEZ, BLTIIC, RSEZEEO TR/ \RBOBEZRDIFRUIZ. B
BZ2ICRCHEZE HSBVDEICFTVELTVRUZ, ZNICREDP(ICHIBHSI. R
D<ELL TN U,

ZUT RaenmmLTns. 8 A0 1 BBIERNDPESIDRD THEEX UL BARICKDHIC. HUKEZRZED DD
EHENT. WBWBRIEZHDIENTEDEDDERBNKLEN TNEEMDZIDAE—HEIC, ELVRSTZZESID
ROBHDSTDENDZEFELBERLUCVEBATURZ. BEEBERNDOAFUIYF—Y3YEUTRBICRD DT,

RSZEPL O TVDZDELEVEDRIC, /\RBDALZENZDEZODEDRD CTHIREDDIEHBHX TINKL
2o TIDS. [BNULEEAD] EFZED T TINERICKEEBULNDIETT, SOXRTEHDIBAN BITEHUND
FVEE O CTLVRZDHAICHEINDBESDFEDFLZSITORD ELREDIRKRCTUEZ. LHL. BAHEEHEESBTOEE
BEERC LTz,

IOVDRDZERINSEBDDIC. KBOADN—ERBERD CVDIEFEBTI, 2LT. EAREZHED, INED
ANRY MEZNUTEONDEB PO EZLULICMHEDBDFRT. KULDEFEESDATIN ENLLEIC. CORDDBEET
EERMARRDACHD G R D L. HFEROBERESHDREEHDEBNET,

BEHBE IRV IYDMEICECDEDIBRODBODIREATUR, TORREUT. AFRDAZEZRFEAEHNODEE
ho BERDVICEATOD ADBRIZRNSRVDNEETT, ZLCZOMFICFIZ2 =5« - BYH—DHOIRIHN
ZZTRIMTON TV MERFID R E Avo

TUTCZENE KEIZRRRIETY, ##DHDIZT 1T« FFBICABLEBNERT, IZ2 T F#HOFNI=2
“TABREORCDEXRDTI, T2 =7 r=a#tlCR D BEORIE. FHEANCHIDHMFTRY hD—0 TEAD
EISHEIDMIC. RABREED LIFDFBIFZELCVET, IZ 257 1 DFORENZ<SADBDDIEEEVD D FE
ho BERBCTIHIDRDBRIZT AT 4 ZABICTIRHNMRBLEZT VD EZRDEARZRELLENXT,

RNDHHFHATHCLIZEWe (ABIF LD EBUTY,)

| arrived in Inakadate about a year ago and quickly learned that August is festival season. Soon after my
arrival | saw the men of Hattanda building their nebuta float. | was very interested and started to watch them
and within a couple days | was helping. They all warmly welcomed me.

Then, once the float was completed, | spent the first week of August helping to pull it around Inakadate.
Before | came to Japan | expected to walk the streets and learn about my new village, but | never expected to
do it pulling around a heavy nebuta with most of my neighbors. It was a very good orientation to Inakadate and
its people.

During those hot summer nights of nebuta, the people of Hattanda also told me about their winter festival,
the Naked Shrine Visit on January 1st. So | was very happy when, they asked me to participate in this event too
Needless to say, this event on a cold and snowy winter morning was very different from the sweaty festival of
summer, but both were highlights of my first year in Inakadate.

It is obvious that people here put lots of effort into making their festivals succeed. From what | have seen,
these events are well worth the time and money. Of course they are lots of fun, but more importantly, they are
valuable opportunities for people to get to know their neighbors and take pride in their communities.

There were no such festivals in the neighborhood where | grew up in Minnesota. As a result, | didn't really
know anyone. | can’t tell you the name of the people who live across the street. Similarly, there is a community
center, but | don't know what happens there

And that is too bad. A community without community spirit is just a gathering of houses. A close-knit
community is truly very important. Among other things, it serves as a crime prevention program, a support
network for children and the elderly, a means of communication with government and a framework for building
friendships. | am happy to see that it so strong here in Inakadate.
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