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Back to School!
[HFFAED A 7 — | 0000O0ooO
LA
PAUNTE. 9REERF FRHIRY— NI DHH T BATHHZEN 4 A 7"5??)"13 "

BIBERDEIRIHN PAUNTIEIBICHZENEEDET. 6 B LAOEEXNIED OIS, .
EARHHIADETRT . EWVDTET ERHDNSRODTCELED HTUWI SR FTLWEEZULT
HDNFFHUNWERNME O TNDEVNDZEITRDETD,

ENMBOTVEZRIFIBDE—REBDXROKEBLSHBEDHRUEL. ZORARBIE [$EBDB] T2ENICHKRBE
BOTWVET, ZORDBHSIEEREHERICITE. ZULTKEBDSEFLEEHBERUET, LEIEREDBIBTULREZ
D SEDDBRBFZRVITIERINDERTEDOSNERUSL, SRVITERIFROFZZEBHF180BRIEIBELTNETD,

STEUTHNE. PAUDDERHFHI S ¥ ARETT. EROD—AELT. EEZORWAH EAZELID DIZERBNEL
Zo UDU.CODBE[RIED] EVWODBEMBEICECRTEFT. BOZWAHD DN EFENMELIEC EETNDD
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SPEEFO2KDTBEELABNSULNT T,

2L DT A NOERFICE D TR DRRAIFIER ICRIHMGIFATT . S UWVEEDRREICERD U IADDFL
WERICIT Uy ZLDOARFHUWRIBZ®DRUIBH TWVE T, F—AWI S THRETENICENTVET, ZULTER
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RBXDHHHATHCLIZSWe (ABIFE LEDOXEFUTT,)

September is back to school time! In Japan, the new school year starts in April, but in the USA the new school
year doesn't start until September. Most graduations are in early June and then there is summer vacation. So when
students come back after summer vacation, they have a new class, a new teacher and sometimes a new school.

My schools always started on the Wednesday after the first Monday in September. That Monday is always Labor
Day, a national holiday. The next day, on Tuesday, the teachers return to work and then finally on Wednesday the
students start again. Before this was only tradition, but recently this starting date was fixed by law in Minnesota. The
school year in public schools in Minnesota is 180 days.

So if you add it up, that means that summer vacation for U.S. students is about three months long. As a student
long ago., | really enjoyed the long vacations, but these days there is lots of talk about it being too long. People worry
that students forget too much or will become involved in bad behavior if they have too much free time. The long
vacation is also difficult for teachers because they don't have to come to work and therefore don't receive pay during
that time.

Back to school time is big business in the USA. American students wear street shoes in the school and don't have
school uniforms so parents must spend a lot of money on shoes and clothes. The next most important purchase is
computers and other electronic goods. Surprisingly, the amount of money spent on notebooks, pens and other study
supplies is quite low.

For most American students, this time of year is very exciting. Students meet their new teachers and classmates.
Some of them go to new schools; many of them study new subjects. Teams and clubs are very active. In addition,
there are numerous activities and events which help students to become part of the school community. | worked in a
school until | came to Inakadate and so | miss this special time of year.
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